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Families of those killed on slippery Red Hill parkway considering class-action lawsuit: A long-buried
friction-testing report - which mysteriously emerged last fall - concluded poor results on the parkway
warranted 'further examination of the pavement surface, composition and wear performance.'
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Full Text

A class-action lawsuit on behalf of Red Hill Valley Parkway crash victims is being considered after the shocking revelation that a study showing poor friction on parts of the
roadway had been buried in the city's public works department for five years.

The unearthed November 2013 report found the collision-prone Red Hill had overall lower friction compared to the Lincoln M. Alexander Parkway, with vast differences between
how slippery the road is from area to area. Some spots were measured to have "quite low friction values," the report said.

The author of the 2013 report told The Spectator he expected his recommendation for "remedial action" and more investigation should have spurred a closer look at the makeup
of the asphalt itself.

Yet, that testing never happened - and the report never went to council until Wednesday night. The discovery led acting city manager Mike Zegarac to issue an unprecedented
apology. The city has ordered an auditor's report into what happened and to expedite a $15-million resurfacing to this spring.

Council also voted to cut the Red Hill's speed limit to 80 km/h between Greenhill Avenue and the QEW as a precaution.

For Tandra Henderson, the mother of 19-year-old Jordyn Hastings who died with her best friend Olivia Smosarski when their car crossed the grassy median on the RHVP May 5,
2015, news of this report is upsetting, said her lawyer Rob Hooper. Henderson and Smosarski's mom Belinda Marazzato were featured in an award-winning Spectator
investigation that examined why the RHVP had twice as many crashes than the connecting Lincoln Alexander Parkway, despite lower traffic volumes.

Henderson is considering a lawsuit, he said.

Hooper said he is speaking with another lawyer about forming a class-action suit.

"She's happy the truth is starting to come out and hopes they continue to fix the road," Hooper said, adding that Henderson is too shaken to speak Thursday.

The family doesn't want another to face what they have faced.

Missie Sholer, whose brother Michael died in a crossover crash on the Red Hill in January 2017, said she is interested in the class action suit.

"I'm pretty sure all the kids are smiling down happy that something is finally happening,” she said, adding that she's happy the truth about the road is finally coming to light.

"Everyone has been saying for years the road is slippery and there's something wrong with it ... (the city) shouldn't be hiding reports."

Public works head Dan McKinnon said the report was uncovered by Gord McGuire, the city's new director of engineering, in September. He was familiarizing himself with the
road's file in anticipation of the resurfacing work.

Around this time the Spectator also filed a freedom of information request asking for friction and other testing results on the Red Hill Valley Parkway. The Spectator has not yet
received any documents.

It's unclear exactly who would have seen the report when it was first received in January 2014, and how widely it was circulated, but McKinnon said he believes it would likely
have gone to previous engineering director Gary Moore.

The 18-page report was found "on our network, not in an area that a lot of people had access to ... my sense is it was not widely known," McKinnon said Thursday.

Moore left his position as engineering director last year to join Hamilton's light rail transit team. He was not at Wednesday's meeting, but will be interviewed as part of the audit.
Moore has not returned messages from the Spectator.

McKinnon said the audit is estimated to take about two months.

Moore previously told the Spectator that friction testing was inconclusive. When the Spectator asked for the report - he said a formal report didn't exist, but rather it was only an
email with figures in a chart.
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